
In light of the current public health crisis and the Federal, State, and County Emergency Declarations, 
and in accord with the provisions of Sec. 610.020, RSMo., the Parks and Recreation Commission 
recognizes that it would be dangerous and impractical, if not impossible, for its meeting to be physically 
accessible to the public. The Commission also recognizes the need for the public’s business to be 
attended to in order to protect the public health, safety, and welfare. In order to balance both the need 
for continuity of government and protection of the health and safety of our residents, business persons, 
and employees, this meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission will not be open to public 
attendance in person. The meeting will be accessible by the public in real time ONLY by following the 
instructions in the box below.  
 
Persons interested in making their views known on any matter on the agenda should send an email with 
their comments to the Director of Parks and Recreation at tsiering@claytonmo.gov. All comments 
received will be distributed to the entire Commission/Board before the meeting.  

 
Phone one-tap: 
+13126266799,,84787245699# US (Chicago) 
+16469313860,,84787245699# US 
 
Join via audio: 
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
+1 646 931 3860 US 
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
+1 305 224 1968 US 
+1 309 205 3325 US 
+1 689 278 1000 US 
+1 719 359 4580 US 
+1 253 205 0468 US 
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
+1 360 209 5623 US 
+1 386 347 5053 US 
+1 507 473 4847 US 
+1 564 217 2000 US 
+1 669 444 9171 US 
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
Webinar ID: 847 8724 5699 
International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcLpvxzZAy 



 
 

 

City of Clayton 
Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting 
Monday, August 10, 2026 
7:00 PM 
In-Person and Via Zoom 

 

----- Agenda Topics ----- 
 

Topic  Notes 
1. Call to Order Matt Durham  
2. Addresses from the Audience Matt Durham  
3. Approval of Minutes – June and 

July 
Matt Durham  

4. Little Free Art Gallery Meaghan Shaffer 
 

https://freelittleartgalleries.art/  

5. Municipal Park Planning Grant – 
Hanley House Exterior Work 

Toni Siering  

6. Director’s Report    Toni Siering  
7. Old Business/New Business Matt Durham  

   
   

 
   
  
  
   
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Meeting: Monday, September 14, 2026 

https://freelittleartgalleries.art/


  Clayton Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting  
Monday, June 1st, 2026 

 
Commission Members Present: Karen Berry-Elbert, Matt Durham, Stephen Eisele, Erin Sucher-O’Grady 
Commission Members Absent: Paul Courter 
Ex-Officio Members Present: Ben Beinfeld, Betsy Meyland-Smith 
Ex-Officio Members Absent: Kami Waldman 
Staff Present: Valerie Egel, Micky Kaufman, Toni Siering, Justin Whipple 
 
Call to Order: 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm. 

Approval of Minutes: 
Minutes of the May meeting were approved as written.   

Addresses from the Audience: 
There were no comments from the audience. 
 
The Commission welcomed Betsy Meyland-Smith back as the City Council appointee. 
  
Youth Sports Advisory Committee Appointments: 
Micky Kaufman, Recreation Superintendent, reported that following the Commission’s approval of the 
formation of the Youth Sports Advisory Committee, staff began recruiting adult volunteers. Recruitment will 
continue until 10 to 12 members are appointed, with plans to convene the Committee this summer before the 
upcoming soccer season. The following qualified applicants have applied to serve three-year terms: 
 
William Cary – Parent/Coach, Glenridge Elementary 
Kevin Schuh – Parent/Coach, Captain Elementary 
Leroy Smith – Parent/Coach, Meramec Elementary 
Matthew Tillstrom – Parent/Coach, Captain Elementary 
Alan Hughes – Maplewood Richmond Heights Youth Sports Board Member 
Justin Harris – Forsyth School Athletic Director 
 
Recommendation: A motion was made to approve the appointments listed above. Commission member 
Stephen Eisele made the motion, and Commission member Karen Berry-Elbert seconded it. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Municipal Park Grant Application: 
Toni Siering, Director of Parks and Recreation, reported that since the creation of the Municipal Park Grant 
Commission in 2000, the City of Clayton has received $3.59 million in grant funding for park improvements. The 
2026 grant cycle will open in June and close in August, with Clayton eligible to apply for up to $525,000. The City 
will be eligible to submit a new application once one of its current active grants is completed. 

Because the Shaw Park Lawn project is still in the budget development and fundraising stages, Ms. Siering 
recommends applying for up to $525,000 to replace aging Shaw Park pathway lighting with energy-efficient LED 
fixtures that meet Dark Sky standards. The project would utilize most of Clayton’s available 2026 grant allocation 
and requires approval from both the Park Commission and City Council. 



Ms. Siering noted that the Shaw Park Lawn project remains a long-term priority and may ultimately be 
developed as a $6 million public-private partnership supported by the City and private fundraising efforts 
through the Clayton Community Foundation. 

Staff Recommendation: The Parks and Recreation Commission recommended that the City Council approve the 
submission of a 2026 Municipal Park Grant application for the Shaw Park Lighting Project. The motion was made 
by Commission member Karen Berry-Elbert and seconded by Commission member Stephen Eisele. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Remembrance Park Updates:  
Ms. Siering stated that the Living Green Wall is moving forward, and the plants are being prepared before 
installation. She also discussed potential winter heating for the fountain and aesthetic improvements to the 
utility box, including a mural or decorative treatment. 
 
Ms. Siering further noted that the final layouts for the Remembrance Park plaques have been completed and 
that the initial honorees have been selected. She stated that the plaque subcommittee is finalizing the plaque 
text, with final approval expected in the coming weeks and installation targeted by the end of summer. 
 
Director’s Report:   
Ms. Siering reported that new light poles for the Shaw Park Tennis Center are expected by the end of the week, 
and replacement grates for the Aquatic Center have been shipped. Pool maintenance will occur while the facility 
remains open, and new signage is being developed to direct patrons to garage parking. New light pole footings 
at the Tennis Center have already been installed. 

She also provided updates on several improvement projects, including roof repairs at Hanley House, ongoing 
evaluation of tornado-related damage at the Oak Knoll Park pavilion, and repairs to the Treetop Playground 
following tree damage. Playground repair costs are estimated at $45,000, pending insurance review. 

Ms. Siering noted that the City budgeted $225,000 in FY25 for preservation work at the Hanley House, but the 
project was delayed following the tornado and then refocused on critical masonry repairs. Additional restoration 
needs remain, and a $100,000 matching gift commitment from Susan Hanley, a descendant of the Hanley family, 
will support future preservation efforts. The Hanley House is expected to reopen for public programming in 
2027. Efforts are underway to partner with the Missouri Historical Society for docent services and educational 
programming, and commissioners discussed partnerships with local school districts. She also noted that Great 
Rivers Greenway plans to update area trail signage, including sections near Shaw Park, in 2027. 

The meeting concluded with a discussion of board and commission engagement. Ms. Siering encouraged regular 
attendance and participation and noted that the Parks and Recreation Commission currently has several 
vacancies. 

Next Meeting: 
The next Parks and Recreation Commission meeting will be held on July 6th, 2026, in-person and via Zoom. 
 
Old Business / New Business:   
Nothing to report. 
 
Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:44 pm. 
Respectfully Submitted By: Doris Patzius 



Clayton Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting  
Monday, July 6th, 2026 

 
Commission Members Present: Karen Berry-Elbert, Matt Durham, Stephen Eisele 
Commission Members Absent: Paul Courter, Erin Sucher-O’Grady, Michela Henke-Cilenti 
Ex-Officio Members Present: Betsy Meyland-Smith, Kami Waldman 
Ex-Officio Members Absent: Ben Beinfeld 
Staff Present: Valerie Egel, Toni Siering, Justin Whipple 
 
Call to Order: 
The meeting was called to order at 6:01 pm. 

Approval of Minutes: 
A quorum of voting members was not present; therefore, approval of the previous June meeting minutes was 
postponed until the August meeting. 

Addresses from the Audience: 
There were no comments from the audience. 
  
Motorized Bicycles/Scooters and Mini Motorcycles in Parks:                                                                                              
Toni Siering, Director of Parks and Recreation, reported an increase in the use of motorized bikes and scooters in 
local parks, particularly at Shaw Park, where youth have been riding on newly renovated athletic fields and 
damaging the turf. She explained that current City regulations prohibit motorized vehicles on athletic fields, but 
they are permitted on paved paths unless they are operated unsafely or cause property damage. Ms. Siering 
also noted that Police Chief Mark Smith will present an update at an upcoming City Council meeting, including a 
distinction between motorized vehicles with pedals and those without. 
 
Project Updates:                                                                                                                                                                       
Ms. Siering and Justin Whipple, Parks Superintendent, provided updates on several park maintenance projects.  
 
The pool grating replacement was completed during the swimming season with minimal disruption to 
operations. 

The Tennis Center lighting project has been completed, and the new lights are fully operational with adjustable 
timer settings. Existing light poles were modified and reused for banners where possible while preserving 
electrical access for future upgrades. The new lighting activates at dusk, meets Dark Sky standards, and has 
received positive feedback. 

The Oak Knoll Park lighting project has been delayed due to contractor issues and extended lead times for light 
poles. Installation is now expected to begin after September 26. The new lighting is designed to meet Dark Sky 
standards, reduce light spill into neighboring properties, and is adjustable as needed.  

Ms. Siering reviewed the City's grant funding limits, noting that the City will be eligible to submit only one 
Municipal Park Grant application this year. The maximum annual grant award remains $525,000, regardless of 
whether one or two applications are submitted. Closing out the Shaw Park Tennis Center grant will allow the 
City to submit one additional application in this cycle. The current plan is to seek funding for the Shaw Park 
interior planning project, with future grants supporting additional park enhancements. 

The foundation repairs at Hanley House have been completed, and roof replacement bids are currently being 
received. Once roofing costs are finalized, the remaining available funding will be prioritized for additional 
preservation projects, including window restoration, porch repairs, and masonry work.  Susan Hanley, a Hanley 



family descendant, has pledged to match funds through the Clayton Community Foundation (CCF) to support 
future preservation efforts. 

Repairs to the tornado-damaged roof at the Oak Knoll Park pavilion are still being finalized, and a replacement 
slide has been ordered for the Treetop Playground at the North Shelter. Repairs to the wooden gazebo at Taylor 
Park continue due to repeated deterioration, and replacing the structure with a more durable steel gazebo is 
being considered. 

Ms. Siering provided updates on several Clayton Community Foundation (CCF) funded projects, including the 
Oak Knoll Arboretum certification, installation of mature trees in Anderson Park, Sensory Garden improvements, 
a redesign of Follman Plaza in Shaw Park, and the planned replacement of the Chapman Plaza stairs with more 
durable, weather-resistant materials. 
 
Director’s Report: 
Ms. Siering reported that a significant accident at the Shaw Park Aquatic Center (SPAC) pool was reported, 
where a youth participant fell from the three-meter diving platform and sustained injuries after striking the pool 
edge. Emergency procedures were followed immediately, and lifeguards and emergency responders acted 
appropriately. Existing diving boards and platforms are regularly inspected and recently replaced. No obvious 
equipment deficiencies have been identified. Efforts continue to review the incident to determine whether 
additional safety improvements are warranted. 
 
The Center of Clayton indoor pool will be closed from July 8 through Labor Day for renovation. During the 
closure, Center members will have access to the SPAC pool. Planned improvements include replacing 
deteriorated pool deck flooring, installing a new scoreboard, upgrading the chemical control system, touch-up 
painting, and refinishing the slide. 
 
Registration for fall youth sports is underway. Marketing efforts have been expanded using QR-code yard signs 
throughout the community. Efforts continue to reduce late registrations, which previously accounted for 
approximately 25% of registrations. 
 
Summer camps continue to operate smoothly despite periods of extreme heat. Heat safety protocols have been 
implemented, including indoor programming when necessary. Lunch Bunch programming continues to 
experience positive participation. 
 
Next Meeting: 
The next Parks and Recreation Commission meeting will be held on August 10th, 2026, in person and via Zoom. 
 
Old Business / New Business:   
Nothing to report. 
 
Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:58 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted By: Doris Patzius 



From: Meaghan Shaffer
To: Toni Siering
Subject: Free Little Art Gallery / Hanley Park
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2026 9:17:16 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. Report suspicious messages using the
Phish Alert Report button.

Hi Toni,

I hope you are having a great week! I live on Westmoreland, near the Hanley House / Hanley
Park, and I wanted to see if it was possible to add a "free little art gallery" to the park - similar
to a free little library in look and size, but it would house pieces of art - painting, writing, etc. 
This is something I'd be potentially willing to pay for and even install if that were allowed.

Are you the correct person to ask?  And certainly, if you need any more information or have
questions, just let me know.  

Thank you!
Meaghan Shaffer

-- 
Today may you…overcome a challenge, face a fear and laugh…really, really laugh; those are ideal days.

mailto:meaghan.shaffer@gmail.com
mailto:tsiering@claytonmo.gov


 

Current Little Art Galleries 

 



    
 

 
To:   Parks & Recreation Commission   
 
From: Toni Siering, Director of Parks and Recreation 
 
Date:   August 10, 2026 
 
RE:   Municipal Park Planning Grant Application 
 

As you may know, in November 2000, citizens across St. Louis County approved a sales tax dedicated 
to improving, restoring, and expanding municipal parks and recreation programs. This initiative 
established the Municipal Park Grant Commission of St. Louis County, which has since awarded over 
$100 million in grant funding to municipalities throughout the County. These grants have supported 
park renovation and expansion projects including playgrounds, water parks, golf courses, trails, 
recreation centers, ice rinks, and various other recreational facilities. 

In addition to annual construction grant opportunities, the Commission also administers a Planning 
Grant program. Planning grants assist municipalities in developing future parks and recreation projects. 
These grants require a 20 percent municipal match and cannot exceed $10,000. Most recently, the City 
received a $10,000 planning grant to conduct lighting studies at Shaw Park Tennis Center, Oak Knoll 
Park, and Shaw Park. The study is now complete, and the City has received reimbursement of the full 
grant amount. 
 
As part of the City’s review of capital projects eligible for planning grant funding, staff evaluated 
ongoing projects based on current needs. Following this evaluation, staff recommend submitting a 
planning grant application for the Hanley House Exterior Repairs project. As you may recall, this project 
experienced significant delays due to the tornado in May 2025. Since then, several bid documents have 
been issued without successful award. Contractors have indicated that the absence of architectural 
drawings has limited their ability to bid. To address this, staff propose engaging an on-call service 
provider to assess and prioritize the required repairs at Hanley House and develop engineered drawings 
necessary for issuing bid documents. 
 
Staff Recommendation: The Parks and Recreation Commission recommends approval of submitting a 
Municipal Park Grant planning application in the amount of $10,000 for the Hanley House Exterior 
Repairs project. 



   Recreation & Event Calendar 
   August 2026  

 

Clayton Kid’s Triathlon 
Sunday, August 16, 8:00 am - 11:00 am 
Join us for the 12th Annual Inkwell Law Clayton Kids Triathlon for an exciting morning of swimming, 
biking, and running. Hosted by the City of Clayton and presented by Companion and TSG Properties, 
this youth-focused event is designed to introduce kids ages 7–14 to the sport of triathlon in a fun, 
supportive environment. Participants will race through a fun and twisty course spanning Shaw Park 
Aquatic Center, Shaw Park, and the GRP Centennial Greenway, creating an unforgettable race-day 
experience for athletes and families alike. Plus, returning in 2026, all participants can enjoy a free 
post-event 1-Mile Fun Run following the triathlon! 

Musical Nights at Oak Knoll Park 
Sunday, August 23, 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
Unwind with Musical Nights, a free, recurring concert series set in the peaceful surroundings of Oak 
Knoll Park. This relaxing community event invites you to slow down and enjoy live music in the park. 
Guests are encouraged to bring lawn chairs, blankets, picnic baskets, family, and dogs, and settle in 
for an easygoing evening outdoors. With live music from Luke Queen Band and a laid-back 
atmosphere, Musical Nights is the perfect way to spend a summer evening enjoying great music and 
good company. 
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