
 

 

Clayton Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting  
Monday, July 6th, 2026 

 
Commission Members Present: Karen Berry-Elbert, Matt Durham, Stephen Eisele 
Commission Members Absent: Paul Courter, Erin Sucher-O’Grady, Michela Henke-Cilenti 
Ex-Officio Members Present: Betsy Meyland-Smith, Kami Waldman 
Ex-Officio Members Absent: Ben Beinfeld 
Staff Present: Valerie Egel, Toni Siering, Justin Whipple 
 
Call to Order: 
The meeting was called to order at 6:01 pm. 

Approval of Minutes: 
A quorum of voting members was not present; therefore, approval of the previous June meeting minutes was 
postponed until the August meeting. 

Addresses from the Audience: 
There were no comments from the audience. 
  
Motorized Bicycles/Scooters and Mini Motorcycles in Parks:                                                                                              
Toni Siering, Director of Parks and Recreation, reported an increase in the use of motorized bikes and scooters in 
local parks, particularly at Shaw Park, where youth have been riding on newly renovated athletic fields and 
damaging the turf. She explained that current City regulations prohibit motorized vehicles on athletic fields, but 
they are permitted on paved paths unless they are operated unsafely or cause property damage. Ms. Siering 
also noted that Police Chief Mark Smith will present an update at an upcoming City Council meeting, including a 
distinction between motorized vehicles with pedals and those without. 
 
Project Updates:                                                                                                                                                                       
Ms. Siering and Justin Whipple, Parks Superintendent, provided updates on several park maintenance projects.  
 
The pool grating replacement was completed during the swimming season with minimal disruption to 
operations. 

The Tennis Center lighting project has been completed, and the new lights are fully operational with adjustable 
timer settings. Existing light poles were modified and reused for banners where possible while preserving 
electrical access for future upgrades. The new lighting activates at dusk, meets Dark Sky standards, and has 
received positive feedback. 

The Oak Knoll Park lighting project has been delayed due to contractor issues and extended lead times for light 
poles. Installation is now expected to begin after September 26. The new lighting is designed to meet Dark Sky 
standards, reduce light spill into neighboring properties, and is adjustable as needed.  

Ms. Siering reviewed the City's grant funding limits, noting that the City will be eligible to submit only one 
Municipal Park Grant application this year. The maximum annual grant award remains $525,000, regardless of 
whether one or two applications are submitted. Closing out the Shaw Park Tennis Center grant will allow the 
City to submit one additional application in this cycle. The current plan is to seek funding for the Shaw Park 
interior planning project, with future grants supporting additional park enhancements. 

The foundation repairs at Hanley House have been completed, and roof replacement bids are currently being 
received. Once roofing costs are finalized, the remaining available funding will be prioritized for additional 
preservation projects, including window restoration, porch repairs, and masonry work.  Susan Hanley, a Hanley 



 

 

family descendant, has pledged to match funds through the Clayton Community Foundation (CCF) to support 
future preservation efforts. 

Repairs to the tornado-damaged roof at the Oak Knoll Park pavilion are still being finalized, and a replacement 
slide has been ordered for the Treetop Playground at the North Shelter. Repairs to the wooden gazebo at Taylor 
Park continue due to repeated deterioration, and replacing the structure with a more durable steel gazebo is 
being considered. 

Ms. Siering provided updates on several Clayton Community Foundation (CCF) funded projects, including the 
Oak Knoll Arboretum certification, installation of mature trees in Anderson Park, Sensory Garden improvements, 
a redesign of Follman Plaza in Shaw Park, and the planned replacement of the Chapman Plaza stairs with more 
durable, weather-resistant materials. 
 
Director’s Report: 
Ms. Siering reported that a significant accident at the Shaw Park Aquatic Center (SPAC) pool was reported, 
where a youth participant fell from the three-meter diving platform and sustained injuries after striking the pool 
edge. Emergency procedures were followed immediately, and lifeguards and emergency responders acted 
appropriately. Existing diving boards and platforms are regularly inspected and recently replaced. No obvious 
equipment deficiencies have been identified. Efforts continue to review the incident to determine whether 
additional safety improvements are warranted. 
 
The Center of Clayton indoor pool will be closed from July 8 through Labor Day for renovation. During the 
closure, Center members will have access to the SPAC pool. Planned improvements include replacing 
deteriorated pool deck flooring, installing a new scoreboard, upgrading the chemical control system, touch-up 
painting, and refinishing the slide. 
 
Registration for fall youth sports is underway. Marketing efforts have been expanded using QR-code yard signs 
throughout the community. Efforts continue to reduce late registrations, which previously accounted for 
approximately 25% of registrations. 
 
Summer camps continue to operate smoothly despite periods of extreme heat. Heat safety protocols have been 
implemented, including indoor programming when necessary. Lunch Bunch programming continues to 
experience positive participation. 
 
Next Meeting: 
The next Parks and Recreation Commission meeting will be held on August 10th, 2026, in person and via Zoom. 
 
Old Business / New Business:   
Nothing to report. 
 
Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:58 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted By: Doris Patzius 


