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OFFICE of the CHIEF OF POLICE                                 DATE: December 31, 1999 
REPLACES/AMENDS:  None 
 
 
 

ROADWAY HAZARDS 
 
 

I.  PURPOSE. 
 
Roadway hazards pose a potential threat to the safety of drivers and their passengers, and the 
unrestricted flow of traffic and commerce.  As such, the following guidelines have been 
established to elucidate the necessity in identifying and reporting specific hazards in a timely 
manner, and the appropriate response to same.      
 
II.  DEFINITIONS. 
 
Hazard -  Physical features, obstructions, and debris present in a roadside environment  
               that may pose a risk or danger to vehicular traffic. 
 
Highway -  The entire width, from shoulder to shoulder, of a publicly maintained  
                  trafficway, designed and used for vehicular traffic. 
 
Roadway -  That portion of an improved highway, designed and ordinarily used for  
                   vehicular travel. 
 
III. TYPES OF HAZARDS. 
 
Roadway hazards may originate from natural or manmade sources.  The types of hazards will 
include, but not be limited to: 
 

1.  Malfunctioning electric signals. 
2.  Missing traffic information signs. 
3.  Train crossings. 
4.  Streetlight outages. 
5.  Broken water mains. 
6.  Electric wires down. 
7.  Fallen trees or limbs. 



8.  Buckled, split, or holes in pavement. 
9.  Water over a roadway. 
10. Ice or snow accumulations. 
11. Missing roadway markings (e.g. stripes, reflectors, etc.). 
12.  Debris on roadway (e.g. boxes, blown tires, etc.). 
13. Vehicles parked or abandoned on the roadway. 
14. Non-yielding supports for signs, poles, etc. 
15. Defective, damaged, or improperly placed guardrails. 
16. Defective or damaged fencing. 

 
IV. REPORTING PROCEDURES. 
 
When a hazard is identified, and in the officer’s opinion, immediate corrective action is required, 
the officer shall: 
 

1.  Notify communications of the situation.  Dispatch personnel 
will then complete a “CAD” entry containing  information 
related to the incident and any notifications which are made. 

 
2.  Request additional police units assist at the scene, as  

                                                    necessary.  
 

3.  Indicate what specialized assistance may be needed and  
                                                    request the proper agencies be contacted (e.g. gas,  
                                                    electric, MODOT, etc.). 
  

4.  Once the hazardous situation has been resolved or  
                                                    brought under control, document the event by Incident  
                                                    Report or Memorandum Report, whichever is  
                                                    appropriate.  
  
V.  MITIGATION EFFORTS. 
 
Officers encountering a roadway hazard shall take those steps necessary to mitigate the affects of 
the hazard to the maximum extent practical.  This shall include, but not be limited to: 
 

1.  Seal off the scene, to include pedestrian traffic. 
 

2.  Direct or reroute traffic. 
 

3.  Remove the hazard by physical force, if practical. 
 

4.  Activate warning devices (e.g. flares, emergency lights). 
                                                    to alert oncoming traffic of a problem. 
 

5.  Assist response agencies to the maximum extent  



                                                    possible. 
 
However, any action taken shall give full consideration to the safety of the general public and the 
officer(s) involved, and be consistent with the level and type of training routinely provided 
sworn officers.           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BY ORDER OF: 
 
 
 

                                                        RICHARD T. MORRIS 
                                                        Chief of Police 
 
 
RTM:dld 
 
CALEA Reference:  61.4.2 
 
 


