Here are some tips from the Clayton Police Department to help celebrate safely this holiday
season:

IF YOU'RE TRAVELING

Have your mail held

Place indoor and outdoor lights on an automatic timer

Leave a radio or television on so the house looks and sounds occupied

Ask a neighbor to watch your home and park in the driveway from time to time

Large displays of holiday gifts should not be visible through the windows and doors of your home
IF YOU'RE SHOPPING

Stay alert and be aware of what's going on around you.

Park in a well-lighted space, and be sure to lock the car, close the windows, and hide shopping bags and
gifts in the trunk.

Avoid carrying large amounts of cash; pay with a check or credit card whenever possible.

Deter pickpockets and purse-snatchers. Don't overburden yourself with packages. Be extra careful with
purses and wallets. Carry a purse close to your body, not dangling by the straps. Put a wallet in an inside
coat or front pants pocket.

Only carry a minimal amount of credit cards when out shopping.

Do not carry your Social Security Card or PIN numbers in your wallet or purse, leave these items in a
secure place at home.

Taking the extra time to close your purse and keep it with you while shopping or in public places will
reduce the opportunity for thieves to take wallets and other valuables.

Shopping with kids? Teach them to go to a store clerk or security guard if you get separated.

When possible walk to your car with someone or ask a store employee to walk with you to your car
especially after dark.

IF A STRANGER COMES TO THE DOOR, BEWARE

Criminals sometimes pose as couriers delivering gifts. It's not uncommon for people to try to take
advantage of others' generosity during the holidays by going door-to-door for charitable donations
when there is no charity involved. Ask for identification, and find out how the funds will he used. If you
are not satisfied, don't give. Help a charitable organization you know and like instead.



Do your part to make the holidays a safe and happy time for everybody — except criminals.
TAKE A HOLIDAY INVENTORY

The holidays are a good time to update — or create — your home inventory. Take photos or make
videos of items, and list descriptions and serial numbers. If your home is burglarized, having a detailed
inventory can help identify stolen items and make insurance claims easier to file.

AFTER YOU'VE OPENED THE GIFTS

Burglars know that many households have new, and oftentimes expensive items in their homes
following the December holidays — especially items such as new computers and peripherals, stereo
components, televisions, cameras and other electronic equipment.

After the holidays avoid putting empty boxes from your new computer, game console, etc. out on the
curb for pick up. If possible, break down the boxes and put them inside your recycling container.
Burglars love to know what expensive gifts you have inside your home for them to steal.

DRIVE RESPONSIBLY

The holiday season is a time of celebration and revelry. Drinking and driving is a danger to everyone on
the road. Remember that the risk isn't worth it — if you choose to drink alcohol at a party, don't drive.
Take a cab, use public transportation or a designated driver. Have fun, but remember to celebrate
responsibly.

Don’t use a cell phone while driving, put your phone away.
REPORTING CRIME

Individuals who are victims of purse / wallet theft or credit card theft should make a police report and
contact their credit card companies to cancel the card and contact the three major credit reporting
bureaus to place a fraud alert on the cards.

Please report any suspicious activity or a crime to Clayton Police Department at 314-645-3000
or dial 911.



