
Mayor's Commemorative Landscape Task Force

RECOMMENDATION: Commemorating Clayton’s Osage Community

Guiding Principles

1. Commemorative objects should align with our community’s highest
aspirations, including as these relate to truthfulness, equity, and
inclusion.

2. When considering existing or proposed commemorative objects, the City
of Clayton should seek to honestly and productively engage history, and
never to erase it.

3. When considering inherited and new commemorative objects, both past
and present contributions and impacts of the representation must be
given careful consideration.

Evaluation Criteria

1. Is the principal legacy of the namesake and/or is the subject depicted
fundamentally at odds with current community values? If yes, please
explain.

2. What was the context at the time and is that something we want to
continue to honor and embrace?

3. Does the place name or commemorative object celebrate a part of history
that we believe is fundamental to who we are and what we value?

4. Does the place name or commemorative object make a nuanced, complex
history accessible to the public, or provide an opportunity to educate the
public?

5. Does the place name or commemorative object restore histories that
have been erased or not adequately represented, or provide an
opportunity to educate the public?

Summary

The Mayor’s Commemorative Landscape Task Force recommends a multi-dimensional,
phased commitment to commemorating the history of the Osage people who for
Millennia lived in what is now Clayton.

1



Dating back to A.D. 500 and up to 1825, ancestral Osage territory covered the state of
Missouri, as well as other surrounding states during this time. There are trails
throughout our state, some of which went through what is now the City of Clayton. As
French traders and settlers moved into the area, they established ties with the Osage
who taught them how to trap beaver for their fur trade. They worked together, became
business partners, some even married. But the fur trade dwindled and after the
Louisiana Purchase the United States government decided it was imperative to move all
tribes farther west to make way for European settlers to take over the land and build a
new country. Under pressure, the Osage ceded their land in Missouri in 1808. They
were paid one cent for every six acres ceded.

“By applying the egocentric logic of assumed superiority, Western civilization
rationalized the usurpation of Indian sovereignty and the seizing of Indian territory…

No reasonable mind could deny that the technology or hardware of Western
civilization was superior to that of the Indian civilization. However, in matters of cultural
intangibles, there are valid reasons to question the superiority of Western civilizations
over Indian civilizations.

There is no doubt that in 1500 a higher percentage of Indians enjoyed better
housing, better nutrition, better clothing and greater freedom than the conditions that
prevailed in Western civilizations.”

Burns, Louis F. A History of the Osage People, The University of Alabama Press, 2004

Across St. Louis and throughout the United States, forced removal of Indigenous
populations has been accompanied by erasure and misrepresentation of their histories,
cultures, and continued presence. Today there are efforts underway across greater St.
Louis, the State of Missouri, and nationwide to address this erasure by commemorating
and embracing local Indigenous community histories and cultures. Following initial
consultations with Osage elders and community representatives, we recommend that
Clayton join this effort through a multi-dimensional, phased approach to the recognition
that our city stands on land that was once part of Osage Nation. This would be an
on-going effort, working with the Osage Nation, CCF, staff and appropriate committees
and commissions as determined by the BOA to find ways to tell this story, and
acknowledge Osage heritage in the area that became Clayton. At this stage we seek a
commitment in principle to the proposed commemorative effort, outlining the rationale
and recommended approach.

Below we provide more detail on this commemorative recommendation with reference

to our evaluation criteria.

2



Evaluation Criteria

1. Is the principal legacy of the namesake and/or is the subject depicted
fundamentally at odds with current community values? If yes, please
explain.

a. The history of the land that became the City of Clayton long pre-dates the
arrival of European explorers and settlers. There was a culturally rich and
sophisticated society of people who had inhabited this land, with their own
customs and belief systems. The United States maneuvered to displace
communities and destroy their native culture under the guise of ‘civilizing’
the native people who lived and thrived on these lands. By acknowledging
that we are on the traditional homelands of the Osage Nation, we pay
respect to elders, both past and present, thank them for their stewardship
of this land, and pay greater respect to this Osage heritage.

b. When we understand our past, we are able to create a better future.

2. What was the context at the time and is that something we want to continue
to honor and embrace?

a. The Cahokian culture, centered around the present day city of Cahokia,
Illinois was the dominant culture from about A.D. 1000 to A.D. 1350. The
Osage were part of that development. When that society collapsed (for
reasons that can only be speculated on), the Osage re-centered their
homelands in additional areas of central and southern Missouri.

b. The Osage inhabited virtually every part of what is now the state of
Missouri, living in long arched lodges made of bent hickory poles. They
built villages, expanded their hunting territory, established burial sites, and
designated sacred sites in accordance with their belief system.

c. After the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 the United States government
decided that all of the Indians who lived east of the Mississippi had to
relocate west of the Mississippi. At that point there were tribes who had
lived on that land for many centuries. This set off many battles.

d. Ultimately the U.S. negotiated a series of treaties in which the Osage
ceded their land:
i. Treaty of 1808 - 56,887,147.66 acres
ii. Treaty of 1818 - 2,029,912.13 acres
iii. Treaty of 1825 - 46,602,130.62 acres
iv. Treaty of 1865 - 4,126,099.48
v. Treaty of 1872 - 8,807,832.88
vi. TOTAL ACREAGE CEDED: over 114,453,122.76 acres

3



e. In total the Osage were paid $166,100 in cash, annuities, livestock,
horses, farming equipment and merchandise. This comes to a payment
of one penny for every six acres.*

*Source: Osage Nation presentation at MCLTF meeting

3. Does the place name or commemorative object celebrate a part of history
that we believe is fundamental to who we are and what we value?

a. Part of the Osage Trail runs right through Clayton. The exact location is
not shared by the Osage Nation in order to protect the land from being
looted or otherwise desecrated, but it is very much a part of our City.

b. By recognizing this heritage, we are honoring those who came before us
as well as the Osage community today. When we tell the true story of the
Osage Nation, we can begin to understand and embrace their history and
legacy as part of the story of Clayton. Informed by our history, good and
bad, we move forward to build a better future together.

4. Does the place name or commemorative object make a nuanced, complex
history accessible to the public, or provide an opportunity to educate the
public? (Add, Remove, Amend)

a. Add: We recommend that Clayton move forward to add historical markers
and interpretative signage in a public space to educate people about the
Osage Nation, the original inhabitants of our land we sit on today.

b. Add: We recommend the placement of public art or other interpretive
content in a community park or other appropriate location.

c. We recommend that this work be done through collaboration with The
Osage Nation.

5. Does the place name or commemorative object restore histories that have
been erased or not adequately represented, or provide an opportunity to
educate the public?

a. The displacement of Indigenous people was accompanied by the erasure
and misrepresentation of their history and culture.

b. Many communities in the region and across the U.S. are taking steps to
commemorate and embrace their local Indigenous histories, through
engagement with Native communities.

c. We seek to honor and acknowledge the Indigenous people who
historically occupied, nurtured and thrived on these lands. This
commemorative effort is intended to provide a space where the tradition of
this living culture can be reflected upon.
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